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Thailand-Vietnam 
Study Tour

Information Session
September 26, 2002 

7:00 – 8:00 PM 
Uris 141
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Agenda

•Thailand & Vietnam
•Itinerary & Highlights
•Logistic
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Geography

• Located in South East 
Asia, south of China, 
north of Indonesia

• Buffered by Laos (5.6 
Mil Pop) and 
Cambodia (12.5 Mil 
Pop)

• Thailand shares 
borders with 
Myanmar, Laos, 
Cambodia and 
Malaysia; Vietnam 
with China, Laos and 
Cambodia
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Economy

THAILAND
• GDP

• Workforce

VIETNAM
• GDP

• Workforce

Service 
47%

Industry 
40%

Agriculture 
13%

Service 
40%

Industry 
35%

Agriculture 
25%

Agriculture 
45%

Manufacture 
15%

Construction 
5%

Others 21%

Services 15%
Agriculture 

68%

Industry 8%

Others 14%

Construction 
2%

State sector 
9%
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Economy

THAILAND
• GDP (PPP) $413 

billion 
• GDP per capita 

(PPP) $6,700

VIETNAM
• GDP (PPP) $154 

billion 
• GDP per capita 

(PPP) $1,950

Singapore $26,500, Korea $16,100, 
Malaysia $10,700, Indonesia $2,600

-
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The Basics

THAILAND
• 514,000 sq km (a tad 

smaller than France)
• 62 Mil. Pop. (with 

0.9% growth rate)
• Language: Thai
• Thai 75%, Chinese 

14%, other 11% 
• Buddhist 95%, Muslim 

3.8%, Christian 0.5%,

VIETNAM
• 329,560 sq km
• 80 Mil. Pop. (with 

1.5% growth rate)
• Language: 

Vietnamese
• Vietnamese 85%-90%
• Buddhist, Christian 

(predominantly 
Roman Catholic), 
indigenous beliefs, 
Muslim 
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History

THAILAND
• A unified Thai kingdom 

was established in the mid-
14th century; it was known 
as Siam until 1939

• Thailand is the only non-
western country in the 
World never to have been 
taken over or occupied by 
western power

• A bloodless revolution in 
1932 led to a constitutional 
monarchy

• A much heralded “people’s 
constitution” endorsed in 
1997 aims to remove 
corruption and ensure a 
clean and transparent 
election 

VIETNAM
• For over 1,000 years until 

939, it was governed as a 
Chinese province and 
remained closely linked 
with China

• Part of French Indochina 
from 1885 until 1954

• Became fully independent 
as a one country in 1975 
under the communist rule
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Politics

THAILAND
• Constitutional Monarchy
• Viewed as strongest 

Democracy in SE Asia 
along with the 
Philippines

• Chief of State: King 
Bhumibol (since 1946)

• Head of Govt.: PM 
Thaksin Shinawatra

VIETNAM
• Communist State
• Most prominent 

communist state in SE 
Asia

• Chief of State: President 
Tran Duc LUONG (since 
1997)

• Head of Govt. : PM Phan 
Van KHAI (since 1997)

• Communist Party general 
secretary : Nong Duc 
Manh,
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Challenges

THAILAND
• Ailing financial 

sector and the slow 
pace of corporate 
debt restructuring, 
combined with a 
softening of global 
demand, dampening 
growth

• Threat from China’s 
entry into WTO 
forces nation’s key 
industries to move 
up value chain

VIETNAM
• Falling Foreign 

direct investment, 
from $8.3 billion in 
1996 to $1.6 billion.

• Slow structural 
reforms needed to 
revitalize the 
economy and 
produce 

• More competitive, 
export-driven 
industries needed.
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Itinerary  

Jan 3-7:
Bangkok/Ayuthaya
Jan 8-10:
Hanoi
Jan 11:
Halong Bay
Jan 12-14: 
Ho Chih Minh City
Optional
•Angkor Wat, Cambodia
•Phuket, Thailand

Hanoi
Ha Long Bay

Ho Chi Minh
City

Phuket
Angkor WatBangkok 

Ayuthaya
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Trip Focus

• Level of Corporate Governance in 
these emerging markets

• Foreign Investors and their 
business strategies

• Qualities of Successful Local 
Businesses

• Cultural Immersion in two very 
different yet similar countries

• Explore spectacular nature
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Highlights

• Bangkok 
– Temples
– Shopping
– Nightlife
– Traditional Thai Massage
– Thai Boxing
– Tiffany show
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Highlights

• Ayuthaya
– Ancient Siamese capital city 

dating back to 1350
– Unique Thai architecture

• Floating Market
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Highlights

• Hanoi & the North
– Ho Chih Minh Mausoleum
– Old French Quarter
– Boat Cruise around Ha Long 

Bay “where the Dragon 
Descended” & UNESCO 
World Heritage
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Highlights

Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon)
– Chu Chi Tunnels
– Boat ride in Mekong Delta
– Water puppet show
– Shopping
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Company Visits

• Thai & Vietnamese Government officials
• World Bank
• Charoen Pokphand – Kitchen of the 

World
• Private Equity firm
• Vietnamese apparel and “shoe”

manufacturer
• Vietnamese State-enterprise
• Starbucks of Vietnam – “Trung Nguyen”
• Rice producing plant on Mekong Delta



9

© ÓÖÕÖ ?Á?« Å°¥¦µ?£µ¦´?¬r

?¦
³Á?

«Å
?¥

Essentials

• Application dead line: Fri Oct 11th

• Deposit: $150(full package)/$100(w/o 
int’l flights) – non-refundable

• Total estimate cost (w/o sponsorship): 
$1,900 (20 pax) with $333 single 
surcharge

• Phonathon: $1,000 to be shared amongst 
volunteers (min. 10 persons – Nov 11th)

• Corp. sponsorship: on-going, amount to 
be shared amongst students only 
(Volunteers needed)
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Admin. Guidelines

• The group will consist of up to 40 persons
• First priority will be given to students on a first come 

first serve basis
• Spouses and significant others may join the trip if 

spaces are available.
• Individual travel arrangements can be made only for 

flights into Bangkok and flights out of Ho Chi Minh 
City (first & final destinations). Partial participation on 
this trip is discouraged and travel cost must be borne 
in full.

• Visas for Vietnam will be required
• Non-refundable deposit of $150 will be payable by 

October 11th.
• This is a Chazen sponsored trip. Attendants of every 

company/plant visit are required
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Cost breakdown

1,900Total

6004-star accomm. 
(20pax)

Tour program

700BKK-Hanoi-
HCMC-BKK

Airfare option 2

1,300NYC-BKK-Hanoi-
HCMC-BKK-NYC

Airfare option 1
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What’s in it?

• 6 nights in Thailand (4-star hotel)
• 6 nights in Vietnam (4-star hotel)
• Breakfasts
• Air-conditioned Bus with English-

speaking tour guides
• Admission fees
• Some lunches
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Q & A
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Thanks for coming!


